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: Look inside
Everything you need, Chb
RIGHT AT YOUR FINGERTIPS... e

ou’ll love the
i convenience of our
preschool teacher’s

resource box. It includes

everything you’ll need to

lead your little ones R — U

through age-appropriate
. . . Bt (20 OId Testament, 16 New
Bible stories (40 sequential o Testament, 2 Christmas, ‘
lessons including 20 Old B
Testament, 16 New r

Testament, 2 Christmas
and 2 Easter). In addition
to the session guides, you

get Bible backgrounds,
posters, songs, patterns,
and rhymes that give depth

and variety to your lessons.

Preschoolers are proud
of what they’ve learned.
Colorful take-home cards
provide visual reinforce-
ment of the lesson and a

tie-in story for families to (Songs & Stories)

read to their children

during the week.

The Walk With Me
curriculum is kid-friendly,
easy-to-use, and designed
with your busy schedule in

mind. Order today!

faithful.friendly.fun

To order call 1-800-333-8300 or visit www.WalkWithMeCurriculum.org




od Made the World

ripture
nesis 1:1-19

de the world beautiful and good.

DSearch

About It Before this and every subsequent
core of each lesson in this course session ask God’s Spirit to prepare

. The Bible contains lots your heart, your words, and the
inds of God-inspired hearts of the children. You have the
prophecies, psalms, laws, awesome privilege of sowing God’s
doctrinal teachings, and wise sayings. Word in their lives, but only the
So why focus on stories? For a number Holy Spirit can make it take root
of reasons: and produce a rich harvest of faith.

yolers come to know and love

est through stories.

Bible stories together form the central story of the gospel: how God saves

us through sending us Jesus.

+ The Bible stories provide a starting point and the framework that gives mean-
ing to all those other kinds of writing.

*+ Young children love stories. We know you do too!

Each lesson retells one Bible story in kid-friendly language. The way it’s told is
only an example. We urge you to tell the Bible story in your own words and to be
as imaginative and as concrete as you can. But in the telling remember several
important things:

+ These are not fairy tales but actual accounts of God’s redeeming work for us.

+ Show the children how much you treasure these stories because they come
from God’s book, the Bible.

+ Always emphasize what God is doing in the story before sharing what we may
and should do in response.

* You're called to interpret the story in a way that
makes sense to kids and helps them to respond
appropriately. Read and re-read the actual story
from the Bible before using WordSearch and the
lesson to round out your preparation.

* Be sure that your words and emotional tones tie
in to concepts and feelings that preschoolers
actually understand and experience.

+ Don’t confuse your kids by adding names of peo-
ple that are not named in the Bible or by dream-
ing up events that the Bible doesn’t record.

Tell About It

This first lesson begins the creation account. Don’t
get off-track by trying to harmonize scientific
models with the Genesis account. Focus on the clear
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that each time they come to class, the first
thing they should do is put on their
nametags. (Show everyone where the tags
will be kept.)

When you’ve cleaned up the table, distrib-
ute a ball of Play-Doh to each child. Have
fun squishing, rolling, and pressing Play-
Doh into interesting shapes. Supply items
from nature—twigs, leaves, stones, flow-
ers, shells—for the children to use to make
imprints. Invite the children to make
shapes of animals and other natural wonders too.

Before class, cut the nametags to size, punch a

hole in the top corners of each one, thread the

yarn piece through each hole and secure it.
This will save time, allowing you to write names and
talk freely with the children while they are working.

dren today, making sure to use each child’s name at least once.
(It’s also recorded on the CD, track 1, if you'd prefer to play it 4 cups flour

for the children, asking them to add their names.)

As you play together, call the children by name, telling them how
glad you are they are here. Tell them that today you will have a
special story about some of the things they have printed in their
Play-Doh. (But mostly, just enjoy getting to know each other!)

Before going to the story circle, introduce the song “Hello,
Everybody.”
You might

. N
want to sing If buying Play-Doh isn't in your church
it to the chil- | f]a) budget, this recipe works well. Mix together:

2 cups salt
4 Thsp alum

Add:

4 cups boiling water
% cup baby oil
a few drops of food coloring

Mix with a spoon until dough is cool enough to
knead with your hands. Store in an airtight container.
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Music Smart
K N Word Smart
Creation Story

Introduce the action rhyme “The Bible,”
teaching the words and actions. You’ll be
using it to introduce the story each week
for sessions 1-4. As you teach it, have your -
Bible on your lap. Time

When your group has settled into the spe-
cial place you have chosen for telling the
story each week, invite the children to put
on their listening ears and open their
watching eyes. God is going to do some-
thing pretty spectacular! Then, using the
four story pictures, read or tell the story.
The story text is provided on the back of
each picture.

Materials

When you have finished telling the story, ask the children to think about how God felt when the world looked exactly
the way God wanted it to be. Hold the mirror to the children’s faces, encouraging them to show how God felt about
such a good, good world.

Introduce the song “That’s Good.” Sing the song several times, each time leaving out the word “world” and inviting
the children to insert the names of some of the many good things God made.

Children love a story read well, so if you chose to read it, read it for all it's worth. But telling a story from your
heart is even more powerful. Prepare by immersing yourself in the scriptural account and meditating on it
until the wonder and power of God’s mighty act of creation has captured your heart anew. Then you will be
ready to look your four-year-olds in the eye and in the heart, passing on not only the story, but also the testimony of
your own faith.

€) GROW "

Story Drama

Creative drama is a full-body activity that
offers a great opportunity for expression.
Encourage your kids to use their entire
bodies, including their faces. Invite the
children to imagine actually being the
things that God created at the very begin-
ning: light, stars, or moon. As they think
about how they might do that, make a
large circle on the floor using masking
tape. The circle should be large enough for your group to stand and move inside of. Invite your children to stand
with you outside of the circle looking into it. Point out that there is nothing there, just like the time when God began
to make the world.

Time

In the beginning, there was no light. Who said, “let there be light”? When the children have responded that it was
God, invite them into the circle to be light, moving their bodies as light might shine or dazzle or shimmer or flow.
Then step outside the circle and continue the creative drama, each time asking, Who said, “Let there be .. .” water,
plants, sun, moon, stars, land, flowers, and so on. After responding that it was God, invite the group back into the cir-
cle to express that item. When finished, give God a hearty “Hooray!”
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SOCk Ba" Word Smart

Make a sock ball by turning a sock inside Time
out, folding it as you do. Sit in a circle. Tell
the children that when the ball comes to
them, they should name something that
God made, then toss the ball back to you.
Be sure that everyone is offered a turn.
When the game is over, ask the children to tell you once again who made the world.

The first day of church school can be a big deal—perhaps even a scary event—for young children. Some will

respond with shyness or reluctance to participate in activities. Your gentle encouragement and willingness to

allow a child to sit near you and watch, but not participate, will show everyone that this is a safe place. Soon,
even the reluctant child will be ready to participate.

Story Magnets

Each child will make two story magnets—

one of the sun and one of the night sky.

Help the children assemble the magnets

like this:

+  Give each child two magnets. (Magnets
can be cut into 1" squares before class.)  |\//Ey{=1 {12115
Add a bit of glue to the top of each,
then show the children how press a
circle on top.

+ On the yellow circle place dots of glue,
then help the children sprinkle gold
glitter on the glue to represent the sun’s
brilliance.

+  Glue the stars on the black circle, then
place dots of glue and sprinkle silver
glitter to represent the sparkling stars.

While the children are working, talk about the beauty of the day and

night sky. When the children are finished, set their magnets aside to

dry. Then ask the children to pray with you, repeating after you the ’
phrases of this prayer:

Thank you, God, for the warm sun and the sparkling stars. Amen.

Creation Tracings/Rubbings &~ s

Ahead of time, make patterns 1-6 by trac-
ing them onto stiff paper and cutting out
several sets. Use masking tape to secure the
patterns at various places around the table. Materials
Show the children how to hold a sheet of
paper in place over a pattern and then
color the paper until the shape emerges.
(Or, if they prefer, the children could place
the cutouts on top of the paper and trace
around them.) On the bottom of each
child’s page print: THANK YOU, GOD,
FOR [whatever the child has illustrated].

Time
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Close with prayer, thanking God for each child by name and for any helpers who are with you, as well as those who
helped behind the scenes. Have the children put away their nametags. Send the children home with a smile, their
take-home cards, and their magnets.

% OVERTIME

Litany and Song of Praise Elsowsmt  Jsesn

Tell the children that each time you hold
up your index finger, they will say: “God, Time

you are a great God!” Practice doing thisa 10 minutes
few times. Then hand out the shakers,
showing the children how to shake them
up and down. Tell them that they will also

| Shakers made with plastic film canisters filled 1/3 with sand or salt,
two per child

need to do what you do. Practice With a | Song: “Come Praise the Lord” (song 3, file box; CD, track 3)
few movements. Then have the children

set the shakers on the floor in front of
them before you begin the litany based on Psalm 95.

Leader: God, you hold the earth in your hands. (crouch down)

All: God, you are a great God!

Leader: The sea is yours, for you made it. (knees bent, hands on knees)

All: God, you are a great God!

Leader: You shaped the dry land and made the trees stand tall. (stand, arms at sides)
All: God, you are a great God!

Leader: The mountaintops belong to you. (stand, hands forming a peak overhead)
All: God, you are a great God!

All: God, you are a great God! (shake shakers up high)

Listen to the first verse of “Come Praise the Lord” as it’s recorded on the CD. Then sing it through together, asking
the children to join you on the parts they remember. If you have time, repeat the litany. (Be sure to save the shakers to
use another day.)

When you have rhymes, prayers, or litanies that you want to use several times, print the words on cardboard
and place the cards where you can easily read them. That will free you from being tied to the file card.

Creation Mix-up BEvoesma
Enjoy this silly game with your group. Ask Tim e

the children if God put the stars at the bot- 10 minutes

tom of a lake. Someone will be quick to tell

you that he didir't! Ask them where God P a i AR—
did put them. Tell the children that if you | None needed

say something silly, they should jump up,
then tell you where God really did put the item. But warn them to watch out: everything you say might not be silly.

Did God ...

+ put the trees on the moon?

+ stack the mountains on the sun?
+ put the sun in the sky?

+ put the bushes on the stars?

+ put the grass on the hills?

+ put the moon in the rivers?

+ put the flowers in the ground?

+ put the oceans in the sky?
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(actual size)
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